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A SURVEY OF SEVEN COLLEGE NEWSPAPERS

Tnis survey ol college newspapers compared

seven student publications from Jfour states using

predetermined gculdelines, The guidelines included

standards in areas of: wrlting, editorlal influencs,

production, photograpny, and mlscellaneous features,
Out of the seven papers rated, three

basic groupings sappeared [rom the scoring: Superior,

Good, and 1air, A superlor newspaper was one that

scored 95 or more points on a2 100-point scale (10

extra credit points were availsble “or special merits),

a  Good newspsper was one that scored from 85 tfo
Oli points, anl a l'alr newspaper wa&s one that scored
from 70 to 8y points. Had any publication scored

less  than 70 points, 1t would have becn rvrated es

The atsandings ol the seven prapers after
the scoring were;

1. Tne Tecanicisn (N.C., Stet
Suverior rating;

2., The Carolina Journal (UNC-Charlotte), 93
pta., Good rating;

3. The Fine DNeedle (rembroke State, N,C.),
90 pts., Good rating;

i, the Florissant Valley Forum (35t, TLouls
Communit; College, Mo.), 837 pts., Good
rating;

5. Tawe Southern (Florida Southern College),
80 pts., rair rating;

6, the Csmpur Crier (Francis DMarion College,
3.,C.), 75 pts., Fair rating;
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7. The Seanawk (UNC-Wilmington), 70 pts.,
Pair ratinges,
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AMPUS CRIER

j VOL. IX, NO. ¢ F

FLORENCE,S.C.

RANCIS MARION COLLEGE,
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REATING K

‘OR  the Campus Crier of Jrancis Marion College _

(Florence, 35,C.)
DATKS  0F  1SSUES  RATET:
Vol, IX, VNo, 8, Aug. 28, 1978
No, 10, Sept., 11, 1978
No, 11, Sept, 18, 1978
No, 21, ©Wov. 27, 1978
No, 27, Jan., 29, 1979
Ko, 32, Marcn 5, 1979
No. 33, March 12, 1979
ARIGING  CA'THGORY
e L S I PR Y D )
Coverage: Does the paper present a
v variety o! intercsting and
informative subjects 1in
varied s&aveas (news, sports,
eaturesy; campus 1lite, ete,)?

The Campus Crier 1is handicapped in 1its
effort to present 8 variety of subjects becsuse
of 1ts space 1limitations, The Cempus Crier 1is
printed on a weekly basls in a four-page tabloid
size format., This format and printing schedule
puts a premium on space for copy, which mesns
that the paper often has +to vrestrict its cover-
age to the bare essentials, The Campus Crier
makes a fair attempt to vary the subjects of
its storles, but the space 1limitation hurts the
paper. 10 pt. maximum

~uallity Writing: To the writers ad-
here fo the ~accepiled usage
of rnglisn? TIs the writing
censible  and easily under-
stood? Is {he writing stim-
nlating?

The queality of the writing {found 1in

the Campus
means 1is 1t
grammaticel
found 1in the

Campus
lem,

sls, a
editors!

Since the

Crier 1s
perfect,
errors, and

fairly decent, but
Some
edlting gaffes
ma jorlty of the 1issues
edliting of
would be the

Better
Crier solution +to
paper 1is printed on a
deadline would put the

In plenty of time for
10 pt

Firm
hands

by no

convoluted writing,

can be

reviewed.
copy used 1in the

the prob-
weekly ba-

copy 1in the
editing.

. iraXimim




Newsstyle: Do

and

The
a good effort
acceptable news
sStories come
The
information, -

Once
editing,
newsstyle
novices,
istically,
prove, One
to examine
newspapers

As
the

the
and

Total for

LAY-OUT _CATEGORY

Gencral

the
on

and
tne
lines

based
has. fallen out
More attention
horizontal
the possible
allows,

is on

Because
the 1issues of
Changlng to a
sizes, varying
In certa*n head

ncceptled
paper

senting
newsstyle?

writers
across
lead paragraphs
again,
However,
indicete

they become

suggestion

Appearance:
gencrally

the

The
the

style
variatlons

the writecrs adhere to

newsstyle? 1Is the
consistent in  pre-
its stories 1in
Are leads sharp .
well-written?

.
of the Campus
to present their
style, but all too
as incomplete
are often

Crier make
Stories
of'ten,
and

lacking

in

the '
opinionated. |
in full

the solution’
the departures from accepted
that most of the writers
more experienced
style should Dbegin
for this
f'ound
imitate that

lies in better

are

journal-
to im-
problem would be

in major commercial
style.

10 pt,

writing

writing
to

max inmum 7

driting Category (30 pt. maximum)

—_——

Is the rpsaper

attractive? Are

stories well arranged

appropriate page

a8y to follow with

eye? Are columns and
xept straight?

lay-out
vertical

of' favor
should be
by the

ol’ the
column
with

Campus Crier
style, which
professional papers,

zlven to the preterred |

Campus Crier, because of !
In general appearance it

of 1its wvertlcal lay-out, many of ‘
the Campus Crier appear identical,

horizontal style, varying headline

photograph placements, and blocking

lines and/or stories would help

an j'




break up the monotony of the Campus Crler's
front pages,

8 pt. maximam Q#"q
LN
Masts and Caveyover Feabures: fre  such
foatures  that sere  carrvied over

from 1eczue to 1ssue consistent?
Lre mesthinads always Dblockad in

snd  submerped? Are nfmcplates
ever varied 1Iin =size and Jloca-
tion?

While the iront page nameplate of the
Campus Crier 1s sometimes varied, all too often.
it appears 1In the same place and 1is the same
size. Alternating the appearance of the nameplate
would help the paper's genersl appearance.

Generally, the carryover Ifeatures found
in the Campus Crier are consistent, especlally
the staff masthead, which 1is well designed and
correctly positioned when used,

7 pte mximm - §

Typography: Is material proofread sand
laid out 1in 1its correct or-
der?

The typography of the Campus Crier 1is
usually quite good., Typographical errors sometimes
occur (as they do 1in wmany papers, whether ama-
teur or professional). A 1little more attention to

proofreading by the paper's production crew could
alleviate +this problem,

7 pt. maximum __ 6
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Hendlines: Are hesdlines doescriptive of
tacir stories? Are Dbumpling
headlines avoided? Are type
styles wvaried 1In a consistent
way to bring a variety to
the gencral appearance of the é
headlines? Are kicker 1lines
used to enhance the headlines?

The head{ines o' the Campus Criler are
one of the main “lay-out problems of the paper,
While well written and descriptive of the sto-
ries, the headlines are often bumping, causing
"tombstones," which make the reading of stories
difficult for the reader, who 1is distracted by
two articles so close together,

Another basic problem with the Campus
Crier's headlines 1s that they are often printed
in the same type style and almost always 1in
bold print, which makes all of the headlines
appear alike, This can be distracting to the
reader, especially when a vertical 1lay-out 1s
used. Varying the sizes and styles of the head-
lines, along with the use of smaller '"kicker"
headlines, would greatly aid the Campus Crier's
sppearance,

8 pt. maxirum

Total for Lay-Out Category (30 pt., maxirum)

EDITORIAL CA TEGORY

BEditing: Is materlal effectively edited?
Are oplnion articles or edi-
torials clearly 1labeled as
such? Are personal narratives
avoided? Are gossip columns
and personal dedication stories
omitted?

The storles found iIn the Campus Crier
often sappear to need more editing. Crammatical
mistakes and the writers' opinlons can be found
in the storiés by the vreader. Ineffective lead
paragraphs 1in news storles hurt the paper, but
thls problem, and the other problems mentioned
can be cleared wup by more careful editing.

It 1s 1important to remember that news
storles are supposed to be concise and to the
point, wunblased and f(ree of opinion.

6 pt. maximum

- —
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ltditorial Page: TDoes the editorial page
ref'lact interest 1n  current
Issues? Is the subject matterp
for the ediforial page well
chosen? Do the editorials .
reflect careful and responsible
research? Are the opinions of
others included through polls,.
surveys, letters to the editor,
and guest editorials? Are car-
toons or photography used to
strengthen editorial comment?

The Campus Crier, because of 1its space

limitations mentlioned eawvlier, cannot aiford to
devote an entire page to editorials and opinion.
However, the paper does usually carry one edi-
torial (under the heading of "Crier Comments")

an inside page, mixed in with stralght news,

Generally, any letters to the editor and reviews

also printed on thls page,
When an edltorial does appear, it 1s

almost always contined to a . campus 1issue, but

editorials do reflect a knowledge of the

issue belng written on.

Unfortunately, the space limitations that

prevent the Campus Crier [from carrying a full
editorlial page also prevent the paper from using

special opinion columns or editorial cartoons,

9 pt. maximum

Total = for Editorial Category (15 pt. maximam)




[ :10106RAHY CATECORY

Quallity of photographs: Are photlos crisp
. and clear?
. The photographs tound 1In the Campus
. Crier are often blurry and fuzzy, which turts
the general appearance of the newspaper, One
suggestion to 1improve this problem would be to
.‘ have the photgpgrapher take 1less action photos,
which tend to be. blurry, and .
take more posed shots, 3 pt. maximum
. Pertinance of photography: Are the pho-
tographs effective 1in adding
, to the reader's knowledge?
. Do the photographs saccompany
stories?
. The photograpns foumd in the Campus
Crier usually accompany a story @ end do add
to the readers' knowledge. '
. 4 pt. maximum
- Positioning of photographs: Are the
photograpns sappropriately
placed on the page? Are
. the photographs positioned
So as not to break wup the
lay-out of stories?
The photographic lay-out of the Campus
. Crier 1s fair, but sometimes a photo 1s placed
in a position where it breaks up the flow of
a story's lay-out. A switch from a vertical
lay-out style to a horizontal style would help
. prevent this problem,
. 3 pt.e maximum
Total for Photography Category (10 pt. maximum)

ceallfe




HISCELLANEOUS _EAIURES _CATEGORY
Frequency of paper: Hdow often 1is the
paper printed? Is 1t printed
often enough to satlsfy the
need Tfor a student paper?

While +the Campus Crier 1s printed on
a weekly Dbasis, the paper's four-page format
severely 1limits the space available to the pa-
per. If the funds® are available for an occa-
sional eight-page 1ssue, +this expansion would
allow Dbetter coverage of campus events,
2 pt. maximum

Artwork: Is artwork used to enhance
the paper?

Original artwork 1s seldom used in
the Campus Crier, presumably because of the
paper's space limitations., However, when art
1s used, 1t 1s generally very attractive,

2 pt. maximum

Special Cfeatures: Are special features
used to enhance the paper?

Again, because of the Campus Crier's
space limitations, +there is 1little room for
speclal fldatures. There 1is a regular columm of
upcoming events of interest, called "Happenings,"
which 1s falrly well designed.

S5 pt. maximum

Fillers: Are fillers wused effectively
and appropriately?

i“11ler material, when used by the
Campus. Crier, is generally used correctly,
However, because the paper has so 1ittle space
to begin with, fillers are scarce,. 1 pt. maximum

Student response: Do the readers respond
to the paper? Are they inte-
rested 1in the coverage of the
paper? Are letters written to
the editor?




The Campus Crier prints very few letters 10
to the edltor, whilch can probably be attributed
to the 1lack of an editorlal page and/or the
paper's space limitations,
' S pt. maximum 3
¢
Extra Credit: Are any other features
of the newspaper noteworthy
enough to merit special
consideration (up to 10
extra polints)?
L Y
One 1innovative feature the Campus
Crier has +tried 1is "flipping" +the 1lay-out
of 1its outside pages by running columns
horizontally rather than vertically., This
technique turns the two outside pages 1into
one full-size page and allows the white
gutter space found 1n the side margin
between the regular outside pages to be
used, This ™"flipping" has the result of
allowing about thirty more inches of copy
to be printed on the outside pages.,
10 pte maximum __ §

Total for Miscellereous leatures Category (25 pt. max.,
including extra credit)

Total for rating of +tnis student newspaper 75
(110 pt. meximum, which includes extra credit)
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IATING FOR The Carollna Journal of the . University of North

Carolina a2t Charlotte
DATES  QOF ISSUES RATED:

Vol, XIV, No, l, Aug, 22, 1978
No, 2, Aug. 29, 1978
No. 8, Oct, 17, 1978 é
No. 4, Sept. 12, 1978
No. 5, Sept. 19, 1978
No. 19, Jan. 22, 1979
and all other spring semester (1979)
. _ ) 1ssues,
FRITING CATEGORY
.
Coverage: Does  the paper present a

variety of iInteresting and
informative subjects 1in
varied areas (news, sports,
f'eatures, campus 1life, etc.)?

The Carolina Journal presents o=
widely varied collectlon of stories to 1its
readers which range from campus news to
community events of interest to the stu-
dents to edlitorial debates on national is-
sues,

10 pt., maximum 9

~uallity VWriting: Qo the writers ad-
here to the accepled usage
of English? Is the wrlting
sensible and easily under-
stood? Is the writing stim-
ulating?

The quallty of writing found in
The Cerolina Journel 1s wusually quite good,
The writing, while not always 1In newsstyls,
is entertaining and stimulating. The storles
are easily readable and IJ1locw smoothly.

10 pt, maximum 9

12




)

Newestyle: Do the wriiers rdhere to
accepted newsstyle? Is  the
paper consistent in pre-
senting  its  sitoriecs 1in
newsstyle? /Jire lecads sharp
and well-written?

‘l

While the writing found 1in The
Carolins Journal &8 usually quite good,
the stories need to be 1into newsstyle,
FFor example, a soccer story 1n one isrcue
gave an enterteining account of the game,
but never once mentioned what the final
score w&#s, More careful writing and better
edltinpg of" copy would help in this ares,

10 pt. maximum

Total for Writing Category (30 pt. maxinum)

LAY-OQUT CAULGORY

Gereral Appearance: Is the fpaper
cencrally atirsctive? Are
the storiecs well avranged
on the appropriate page
and  =2asy to follow with
tne eye? Avre columns and
lines %ept straight?

The Carolina Journal 1is printed 1n
a multi-papge tabloid format and uses the
commonly accepted horizontal style of lay-out,
The newspaper 1s generally attractive, wlth
headlines varied between standard and 1italic
type styles for sen enhancing eifect, Certain
Stories are blocked in, which helps to im-
prove the paper's appearance,

-

R

13




III 8 pt.
| '
lMasts s8snd Carvyover Features: Are such
. features that s8re carried over
from 1ssue to 1ssue consistent?
Are mestheads always blocked in
and submerped? Are nameplates
. ever varied 1In size and 1loca-
tion?
The carryover Tfeatures of The Caro-
lina Journsl sare very well designed and sot-
. tractive, The maln nameplate 1s printed in
a handsome cursive type and the two column
masthead 1is very attractive, Regular sections
. and columns have thelr own distinct name-
plates,
7 pt.
. Typography: Is material proofread and
laid out 1In its correct or-
der?
The Carclina Journel, desplite belng
on a two 1issues per week printing schedule,
. is fairly free of typographical errors, The
horizontal lay-out allows the stories +to be
laid out in varying ways, but the stories
. are _still 1laid out 1n the correct order
and are easy to follow with the eye.
. 7 pt.

1

max {mum 7
maximim 7
maximum {
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Headlines: Are  headllies dosceriptive of
tuclr stories? Avre bLunping

headllines avoided? Are tiype
styles wvarled 1In e consistent
way bto bring a variecty to

the wencral appearance  of  the
hesdlines? Are kicker 1ines
used to enhance thie Theadlinea?

N

The headlines of The Carolina Journal
are very well written and are very descriptive
oI’ their stories, Bumplng headlines are avcided
and type styles are varied to present an sat-
tractive general appearance to the reader,

"Kicker™ headlines are not used by
The Carolina Journal, however, The use of these
sm2ll headlines and the blocking 1n of a few
more headllines might help to Iimprove the ap-
pearance ot the paper, but it 1is pretty good
looking the way it 18 now.

8 pt. maximm 7

Total for Lay-Out Category (30 pt. meximum) 28

EDITORIAL _CA THGORY

EH O EEEEREEEEEEEEEEEE ==

Editing: Is wmatarial eifectively edited?
Are opinion artlcles or edi-
torials clearly lasbeled as
such? Are personal narratives
avoided? Are gsossip columns
and pcrsonal dedlcation stories
omitted?

The storics 1In The Caroline Journal
need to be edited a bit more to 1insure
that the articles wi1ll be 1In newsstyle, Other-
wise, the storles and the psaper 1in gerneral is
well edited,

While the stories 1n The Carolina
Journal are not wusually in a proper newsstyle,
they are usually free of opinion, tersonal
narratives are [found only 1In feature stories,

6 pt. maximum 4




Lditorial Page: Doss the editorial page
ref’'lect 1intlerest 4in  current
Issues? Is the subject matter
Tfor the editorial page well
chosen? Do the -editorials
reflect careful and responsible
research? Are the opinions of
others Included through polls,
surveys, letters to the editor,
and guest editorials? Are car-
toons  or photography used to
strengthen editorial comment?

The =sditorial page of The Carolins
Journal 1is well 1laid out. Letters "to the
Students" wusually dominate the page, indicat-
Ing a good student response to the paper,

_ An 1interesting editorial innovation
is the "Left/Right" column, in which two
star'f wriers take diiferent viewpoints of an
issue and present their arguments for/against
the 1issue, The two editorlals appear side by
side wunder a common headline,

Original editorial cartoons enhance
the editorial page by focusing on issues
interesting to the campus, whether they be
local or national,

9 pt. maximum

Total for Editorial Category (15 pt. maximum)

16

12
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PHOTOGRAEHY = CATRGORY

Quallty of photographs: Are photos crisp
and clear?

The photographs found in The Caro-
lina Journal are generally clear,

3 pt.e maximum 3

Pertinance of photography: Are {the pho-
tographs effective 1n adding
to the readerts knowledgze?

Do the photographs saccompany
storles?

The Carolina Journsl's photographs
usually accompany storles, adding to the
readers' knowledge of the ovent,

4L pt. maximum I

Positioning of photographs: Are the
photographs sppropriately
placed on the page? Are
the photographs positioned
So as not to break up the
lay-out of storics?

Wwith the horizontal style used by
The Carolina Journal, the photographs are
laid out 1in prominent positions where they
effectively enhance the general appearsnce of
tne newspAaper,

3 pte maximum 3

Total for Photography Category (10 pt, maximum) 10
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MISCRLLANEOUS  HA TURES

S_ CATJGORY

Frequency of paper: How often 1s tho
paper printed? Is 1t printed
of'ten enough to =ss5tisly the
need for a atudent paper?

The Carolina Journal 1s printed
in & multi-page format in tabloid size
two times a week, This insures adequate
coverage of events® for its readers,

2 pt.

Artwork: Is artwork used to enhance
the paper?

Original editorial cartoons enhance
the newspaper's editorial page, The art-
work is usually satirical, having a strong
editorial 1impact on 1its own,

2 pt.

Special featurss: Are special features
used to enhance the paper?

Besides the previously mentioned
"Le{t/Right" column, The Carolina Journal
cerries a "Speak Up" column, which 1is
basically a student opinion poll on com-
pus 1ssues, The newspaper also carries a
regular arts and features page,

5 pt.

Fillers: Are fillers wused effectivsly
and appropriately?

The Carolina Journal uses filler
material very well, eliminating unsightly
"white space,"

1 pt.

Student response: Do the readers respond
to the paper? Are they inte-
rested in  the coversge of the
paper? Arc letters written to
the editor?

The Carolins Journal prints -a fairly

max imum

maximum

maximum

maximam

———

i
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large

Extra

of" the

varied
local
students,
or 1lour
but from
reader a

this

Total Tfor

Total for
(110 pt, :

number of
indicating

The
special basketball
season,
with plctures

Interesting
topics,
restaurants
are
features on
diflferent
ffull
the spread,
qulte

letters
a large

I'rom

students,
student

response,

Credit: Are any othsr features
of the newspaper noteworthy
enough to merit special
consideration (up to 10
extira points)?

.

Carolina Journal printed a
issue at the beginning
featuring each player
and 1intervilews,
fqatures
such as8 fraternities,
and 1international
very nhoteworthy, as
the same subject
angles give the
view. of the tople for
Carolina Journal does

Spreads on

three

The
well.

10 pt.

Miscellaneous Ffeatures

(25 p

extra

Category
including

this student
includes extra

rating of

meximum, which credit

newspaper 93

19

max imum g

maximum

-

t. mex., 19 d

credit)

)




florissant valley

{forum

march 22, 1979 st. louis community college at florissant valle

y vol. 6, no. 12
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RAMING FOR the lorissant Valley iorum of the St. Louis

Community Collegze at Florissant valley, No,

DATES OF ISSUES RATED:

Vol., 6, WNo. 8, Jan. 18, 1979
No. 10, Feb, 15, 1979
No., 12, March 22, 1979
No. 12, April 13, 1979

WR1TING CATEGORY

.

Coverage: Does:' the paper present a
variety of interesting and
informative subjects 1in
varied areas (news, sports,
f'eatures, campus 1life, etc,)?

The Forum generally presents a wide
variety of subjects, but Tfeatures and person-
elity profiles tend to dominate the newspaper
at the expense of the straight news stories,
This domination of features 1is especially no-
ticeable since the Forum 1is printed once ev-
ery two weeks and wusually contains only four
tabloid slzed pages,

10 pt. maximum 8

Muality Writing: Do the writers ad-
here to the accepted usage
of English? Is the writing
sensible and easily under-
stood? Is the writing stim-
ulating? .

: The writing found in the rorum 1is
quite good, very probably because the length
of time Dbetween printings gives the writers
and editors plenty of time to go over the
copy. The sometimes herky-Jjerky style of news-
writing 1s avolded, partially because the Fo-
rum writes so many more features than news
stories,

!

10 pt. maximum 9

21




Newsstyle: Do the writers adhere to

acccpted newsstyle? Is the
paper consistent In pre-
senting 1its stories 1in
newsstyle? Ave 1lcads sharp
and well-written?

As mentioned Dbefore, the Forum goes
to press once eovery two weeks, giving the
writers and editore plenty of time to get
all of +the copy 1in shape, Generally, the
writing 1is excellent, with sharp 1leads and
conclse writing. The non-feature stories  fol-
low the "inverted pyramld" style of newswrit-
ing.

However, often the stories are wrlt-
ten specifically for the Forum's usual ' reader-
ship, which apparently 1s supposed to already
have some knowledge of the event belng report-
ed. For thls reason, key information 1s some-
times omitted from the 1lead paragraph or the
body of the story. The iorum's editors should
be aware of this and gear their stories more
to a universal audilence,.

10 pt. maximum

Total for Writing Category (30 pt. maxinum)

LAY-QUT CATEGORY

General Appearance: Is the rpaper

generally attractive? Are
the stories well arranged
on the appropriate page
and easy to TIollow with
the eye? Are columns and
lines kept straight?

The general appearance of the r'orum
suiters from a "sameness,'" a lack of variety
on the pages, No one part of the 1lay-out 1s
allowed to dominate any other part, which
does. not allow the important stories to com-
mand the attention they deserve, No iheadlines
are Dblocked 1in, contributing to the blending
effect, Good photographic 1lay-out helps the
Forum to a degree, but the 1lay-out of the
paper 1is wusually monotonous,

S F—

26

22
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Blocking 1in certaln stories and/or headlines
would help the paper to break out of 1its rut,
as would the wuse of alternating bold and 1light
faced headlines,

8 pte maximum 8

%

asts snd Carryover leatures: Are such
features that sre carried over
from 1issue to 1issue consistent?
Are mestheads always blocked in
and submerged? Are nameplates
cver varied 1In size and loca-
tion?

The nameplate of the rorum, &all in lower case,
is very distinctive, and is quite oiten reduced in size
and moved around the top half of the front page, Tnis
floating plate 1is very attractive, but 1s not fully
blocked 1n, sometimes contributing to the blending-in
effect (the '"sameness") mentioned previously.

The masthead of the paper 1is [five columns
wide, covering the entire bottom fifth of the second
page. The mast 1is also open-ended, causing the same
blending effect,

7 pt. wmaxinum 5

Typography: Is material proofread and
laid out 1in 1its correct or-
der?

The proofreading and thae lay-out setting of the
Forum is excellent, Tais 1is no doubt due to the two-
week printing schedule, but it does show a 1lot of time
and effort has been put into the paper,

7 pt. maximum 7
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Hoandlines: Are ihieadlines descriptive of

ticir stories? Are buuping

headllnes avoided? Are type

styles wvaried Iin 2 consistent

way %to brling a variety to B
the general appearance of the
headlines? Are kicker 1lines

used to enhsnce the headlines?

The headlines of the Jlorum are generally
good, but there abe some drawbacks, The Forum's
heads, except for the 1iirst 1letter of the first
word, ave all 1in 1lower «case, which 1s probably
the main cause of the blending eifect mentioned
earlier., Also, none of the headlines are set 1in
italics, which contributes to this 'sameness,"

Kicker 1lines are occasionally used,, but
are not separated enough from the main headlines,
which 1s another factor 1n causing the appearance
of blending.

8 pt. maximum
Total for Lay-Out Category 30 pt. maximum)

EDITORIAL _CA TEGORY

BEditing: Is material effectively edited?
Lre opinion articles or edi-
torials clearly labeled as
sucn? Are personal narratives
avoided? Are gossip columns
and personal dedlcation storizs
omitted?

Due no

doubt 1In part to tieir printing
scnedule, the

rorum's edltors are able to do an
excellent job cleaning wup thelr wmsterial., The
paper's storles are consistently edited in the
same styls, 1leading to superfor writing.

Fditorials are clearly labeled as such,
and there are no opinionated news stories or gos-
sip e¢oslumns,

6 pt.

maximum

2

6
23
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kditorial Frage: Does the editorial page
rei'lect interest Iin  current
Issues? Is the subject matter
for the editorial page well
chosen? Do the editorials
reflect careful and rvresponsible
research? Are the opinions of
others 1Included through polls,
surveys, letters to the editor,
and guest editorials? Are car-
toon3d or photography used ¢
strengthen editorial comment?

Edltorials found in the Forum are
usually fairly well written, but due to the
four-page format and the domination of feature
Storles, do not always appear, When they are
printed, the editorials Tfocus on campus 1issues
and are direct and to the point,

In one 1issue, &an editorial was used
as the 1lead story on the front page, contrary
to accepted journalism style, but wusually, the
editorlals are found on an 1inside page and
are clearly 1labeled,

The wuse of original artwork for
specific editorials heightens the editorial im-
pact when wused on occasion, & regular practice
with the Forum.

9 pt. maximum 6

Total for Editorial Category (15 pt. maximum) 12
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HOTOSRAFHY _CATEGORY

Quality of photographs: Are photos crisp
and clear?

rhotographs in the Forum appear to be too
cloudy most of the time, which could be the fault
of the printer or of bad developing chemicals,

However, the photos of people are sometimes
cropped too much, causing the top of the subject's

head to be cut off,
3 pt.e maximum 1

Pertinance of photography: Are the pho-
tographs eilfective 1in adding
to the reader's knowledge?

Do the photographs scconmpany
storles?

Generally, when the lorum uses &a photo, it
does accompany & 8tory., In this respect, the rorum's
photography 1s very good, but candid pnhotos are
hardly ever used,
L pt. maximum L

Positioning of photographs: Are the
photographs appropriately
placed on the page? Are
the photographs positioned
so as not to break up the
lay-out of stories?

This 18 one of the .Jorum's 8strengths in
its 1lay-out, using the photograph to break up a
group of stories, The photos are usually well
rositioned on the page.
When the irorum does go more than four
pages, the middle spread 1is often devoted to a
two page photo I'eature spread, covering a variety
of subjects, These photo features are quite well
done, 3 pte maximum 3

Total for Photography Category (10 pt. maximum) 8
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MISCELLANEOUS +EAJURES CATEGORY
Frequency of paper: How often 1s the
paper printed? Is 1t printed
often enough to =satisfy the
need for a student paper?

The Forum 1s printed once every two
weeks, which allows the staff to prepare the
paper adequately, (but does not allow for ade-
quate coverage of events, especlally for those
weeks when four-page edltions are printed. The
prolonged delay between 1ssues turns
the paper 1into more of a diary, ¢ pte maximum __ 1
Artwork: Is artwork used to enhance
the paper?
The artwork of the Forum, when used,
1s all original and is a pretty falr effort,
The staff artist should spend some time
learning about Indila inks, which would help
the drawings to reproduce much better when
printed,
2 pt.e maximum 1
Special features: Are specisl features
used to enhance the paper?
P The TForum's photographic features are
very attractive and eye-catching, meriting as
much attention on thelr own as the front
page does,
S pt. maximum ly
Fillers: Are fillers wused effectively
and appropriately?
News briefs, a {free classified ads
section for students, and a regular weekly
schedule of wupcoming events help to {ill the
Porum's 1leftover space, The fillers are wusual- _
ly Dblocked 1in, helping to break up 1 pt. maximum 1
the ' paper's blending eflfect. -
Student response: Do the readers respond
to the paper? Are they inte-
rested in the coverage of the
paper? Are letters written +to
the editor? :
The Forum does have a letters to the editor
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section, but the letters are not separated from each
other by mini-headlines, meaning that each letter has
to be read fully 1in order to {ind out what 1its

sub ject 1s,

5 pt. maximum b
¢

Extra Credit: Are any othsr [features
of the newspaper notcworthy
enough Lo merit speclal
consideration (up to 10
extra points)?

.

The Forum's printing schedule obviously allows
its staff to spend a 1lot of time proofreading and
making sure each story has been edited., The writers
are apparently well versed 1in news writing, and it
shows 1n their excellent storiles,

While the Forum's schedule does not allow
it to gilve the timely coverage on 8&ll events it
might 1like to have, the delay does allow the staff
to put their skill to work without the fear of a
deadline, If the Forum's schedule was moved up to
one 1issue a week, the proofing and editing would
probably suffer, but as they are now, the stories
appear to be conslistently excellent,

10 pte maximum 7

Total for Miscellaneous leatures Category (25 pt, mex., 17
including extra credit)

Total for rating of this student newspaper 87
(110 pt., meximum, which includes extra credit)

|
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WR1TING CATEGORY

L

Coverage:
variety

varied

The Pine
variety of storles
including news on
entertainment,
school's

!

Coes ' the

informative
areas
f'eatures,

Neesdle

students,
faculty members, and the
administration. The

paper present a
of interesting and
sub jects 1in

(news, sports,

campus 1life, etc.)?

presents s
campus sources,
athle tics,

from

Pine Needle

generally carrles feature stories and
an edltorial page,
10 pt. maximum
nuality Writing: Do the writers ad-
here to the accepted wusage
of English? Is the writing
sensible and easily under-
stood? Is the writing stim-
ulating? :
The quality of writing f{ound in
The Pine Needle 1is generally above avérage,
However, 1in some cases, stories greatly in
need of editing have been printed. Ffor
the most part, though, the stories printed
in The Pine Needle ere easily readable,
10 pt. maximum

RATING FOR The Pine Needle (1978-79) of Fembroke State
University (Pembroke, N.C,)
DATKS OF 1ISSUES RATED:
Vol, XV, all 2 1issues from September
of 1978 to May of 1979

30




. Newsstyle: Do the writers =odhere to

: accepted newsstyle? Is the
paper consistent in pre-
senting 1its stories 1in

. newsstyle? Are leads sharp

and well-written?

. The stories found in The Fine
Needle are wusually written 1n newsstyle,

. but there are no#able exceptions, An

. “Update" column, consisting of fratenity,
sorority, and club news 1is written 1in
a gosslp colum style and needs more

. editing or rewriting, Some news stories
need sharper leads,

10 pt. maximum

. Total for Writing Category (30 pt. maximum)

LAY-OUT CATEGORY
. General Appearance: Is the paper
generally attractive? Are
the storles well arranged

- on the appropriate page

and easy to Tfollow with
the eye? Are columns and

. lines kept straight?

. The general appearance of The FPine
Needle 1is very attractive, Headlines are
set 1In a Cheltenham type style, a style

- that 1s not ordinarily used by newspapers,

. but one that is wvery clean looking, The
Pine Needle basically uses a horizontal
lay-out style, which offers many possibil-
ities for variations, The main nameplate
of the paper 18 often varied in size and
moved around the top of the front page,

’III
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In addition, vphoto positioning
1s very well done, Certain stories and/
or hesadlines are usually blocked 1in on
eacn page, and '"kicker" headlines are
usually used,

8 pt.
)

Masts eand Carvyover leatures: Are such
features that svrs carried over

f"om 1ssue to 1ssue consistent?
Are mastheads always blocked in

and submerped? Are nameplates
ever varied 1In =size and 1loca-
tion?

Carryover features found in The
Fine Needle are usually well designed and
consistent, The nameplate especially 1is
attractive and each section has 1its own
distinctive nameplate modeled after the
front nameplate, When the masthead is
used, 1t 1is wusually submerged and ealways
blocked 1in,

Typography: Is material proofread and
laid out in 1its correct or-
der?

Typographical errors appear to be
The Pine Needle's biggest problem, Numerous
typos appear in every 1issue, although the
situation 1improves as each 1issus goes by,
The typos are distracting to the reader and
are evidence that more proofreadlng should
be déone by the production crew,

32

max imum 8

maximim 5

max irmmm h
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Hendlines: Are hesdlines doscriptive of
tacir stories? Are Dbumpling
headlines avoided? Are type
styles wvaried 1In e consistent
way to bring a variety to
the gencral appearance of the
headllnes? Are kicker 1lines
used to enhance the headlines?

The headlines Iin The Pine Needlse
are ususlly descripgive of thelr stories and
are sometimes quite alliterative, but are
too often written 1in a psassive volce., The
headlines in The Pine Needle are never ale
lowed to bump and type styles are varled
between standard and 1talic Cheltenham type
styles, and between 1ight and bold faces,
to present a varled appearance between head-
lines, Smaller "kicker" headlines are often
used and are usually underlined to further
heighten +the paper's appearance,

8 pt. maximum _ 7
Total for Lay-Out Category (30 pt., maximum) 2l

EDI TORIAL CA TEGORY

BEditing: Is materlal effectively edited?
Are opinion articles or edi-
torials clearly 1labeled as
such? Are personal narratives
avoided? Are gossip columns
and personral dedication stories
omitted?

Ordinarily, the copy 1iIn The Pilne
Needle 1is edited, but the 1lack of editing
In certaln stories 1s quite noticesble, The
previously mentloned "Update" section 1s a
prime_ example of the 1leck of editing, since
the section 1is merely 8 gossip column.

Opinion stories and editorials are
always clearly 1labeled, and personal narratives
are avoided in general,

6 pt. maximum L

165008
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Editorial VPage: Doss the editorial page
rcflect interest 1in  current
Issues? Is the subject mattiep
for the editorial page well
chosen? Do the editorials
reflect careful and responsible
research? AMre the opinions of
others Included through polls,
surveys, letlers to the editor,
and guest editorials? Are cap-
toons or photography used to
strengthen editorial comment?

The Pine Needle carries a regular
editorial page, featuring one to three edi-
torials, an editorial cartoom by the staff
artist, and usually severel letters to the
editor. The subjects of editorials in The
rine Needle vrefer malnly to campus 1ssues
(the entire psper sticks mainly with cam-
pus subjects), and usually reflects know-
ledge and vresearch by the writer, Guest
editorials by persons not on the Fine Nee-
dle staff are occasionally printed.

The FPine Needle's editorial cartoons,
8ll original artwork, are excellently done
and have enormous editorial impact,

- 9 pt. maximum

Total for Editorial Category (15 pt, maximm)

12




!

YHOTOGRAFHY _CATEGORY

Quality of photographs: Are photos crisp
and clear?

The photographs found 1In The Pine
Needle vary <from excellent in clearness to
below average, Usually though, the photos
used are acceptable,

L N
3 pt.

Pertinance of photography: Are the pho-
tographs effective in adding
to the reader's knowledge?

Do the photographs accompany
stories?

The raotographs wused by The Pine
Needle wusually accompany a8 story or are
ef'fective 1iIn adding to a reader's know-

ledge,
L pt.

Positioning of photographs: Are the
photographs eappropriately
placed on the page? Are
the photographs positioned
So as not to break up the
lay-out of stories?

Tne photographic lay-out of The
Pine Needle 1is generally very good, due
in part to 1its use of a horizontal
lay-out style, The photos never inter fere
with +the lay-out of a story.

3 pt.

1

|

max imum

maximum

max imum

" Total for Photography Category (10 pt. maximum)
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MISCELLANEOUS  EA'TUINS

CATEGORY

I'requency of paper: Hdow often 18 the
paper printed? Is it printed
of'ten enough to satisfy the
need Tfor a student paper?

The Pine Needle 1is printed once a
week Iin a four to eight page tabloid for-
mat, which 1is usdhlly enough spaece to cover
the news adequately, especially since that
coverage 1s generally restricted to campus
news, 2 rt. maXx imam 2 e

Artwork: Is artwork used to enhsnce
the paper?

Orliginal artwork 1is wused by The
Fine Needle, primarily on the editorial
page. The art found 1In The FPine Needle
I1s of a very high quality and greatly
enhances the paper,

2 pt. maximum 2

Special [features: Are special Teatures
used to ennhance the paper?

The ©Pine Needle generally cerrles
a muslc vreview and poetry written by a
prize-winning staff member, The "Update"
column provides campus organizations with
a news outlet, but it 1is too often a-
bused and the bad writing 1s not edited.
: 5 pt. maximum 3

Fillers: Are fillers used effectively
and appropriately?

Filler material 1s generally used
very well by The Pine Needle. Blocking 1in
certain headlines, +the wuse of kicker head-
lines, and the insertion of extra copy and
boldtace sub-heads help the ap- 1 pt. maximm 1
pearance of the paper.

Student response: Do the readers respond
to the paper? Avre they inte-
restcd 1in  the coverage of the
paper? Are letters written to
the editor?

The Fine Needle on occaslon prints

36
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several letters ‘an 1issue from students, 37
showineg some response from the student
bOdyl

5 pt. meximum 5

Extra Credit: Are any other features
of the newspaper noteworthy
-enough to merit special
consideration (up to 10
extra points)?
.

The DI'ine Needle changed 1its Dbasic
lay-out style early 1in the year from a
more conservatlve standard appearance to a
more 1liberal, modern style, complete with
a s8switch to the Cheltenham headlines and
the horizontal style of 1lay-out,

The editorial cartoons of The
Pine Needle are as good as any found in
college newspapers, :

An Athlete-of-the-Week column in
The Pine Needle's sports section recognizes
performances by athletes other than the
recognized stars, balncing the honor between
champlions and 1losers, starters and substitutes,
and males and [females,

The arts coverage of The Pine Nee-
dle 1s above average, consisting of news
stories, reviews, and Tfeatures on theater,
writing, and musiec,

10 pt. maximum 6

Total for Miscellanecus Features Category (25 pt., mex., 1
including extra credit)

Total for rating of this student newspaper 90
(110 pt. meximum, which 1includes extra credit)
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Il The Seahawk |

The University of North Carotina at Wilmington
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RATING FOR The Seahawk of the University of North Carolina
at Wilmington -
DATES OF ISSUES RATED:

Vol. XXII, NO. 3, Sep t. 133 1978
No., 12, DNov., 16, 1978
No. 18, Feb, 7, 1979
No. 19, Feb, 1, 1979
No, 25, April 11, 1979

WR1ITING CATEGORY

LN

Coverage: Does:' the paper present a
variety of interesting and
informative subjects in
varied areas (news, sports,
features, campus 1life, etc.)?

The Seahawk'!s coverage 18 not that
varied for a newspaper that prints twelve
to twenty tabloid pages a week, Usage of
g large number of photographs and large
advertisements 1limit most of the pages +to
only two storles, This actually reduces the
amount of space available for coverage,
which in turn reduces the paper's ability
to provide a wide variety of subjects,

10 pt., maximum 6

ruality VWriting: Do the writers ad-
here to the accepted wusage
of English? Is the writing
sensible and easily under-
stood? Is the writing stim-
ulating? .

The quality of writing found 1in The
Seahawk 1s no more than average, The tone
of the paper 1is rather bland, Sharper leads
and better editing would improve the stories,
The writing 1lacks the jolt ordinarily found
In stimulating writing,

However, the Seahawk's articles are
quite clear and understandable,

10 pt. maximum 8

39




Newsstyle: Do the writers adhere to
accepted newsstyle? 1Is the
paper consistent in pre-
senting 1its stories 1in
newsstyle? Are leads sharp
and well-written?

The writers of The Seashawk often
fail to put their ystories 1into an accept-
able newsstyle. Lead paragraphs are usually
poorly written, either being far too wordy
or not containing essential information.

Closer readling of their writing
by the reporters and better edlting would
help 1improve this problem area,

The writers should 1learn ' (by ex-
amining the style of writing found in 1lo-
cal commercial newspapers) the ™inverted
pyramid"” newsstyle, in which the most im-
portant facts of a story are concentrated
in the 1lead paragraph and the body of the
story elaborates further with the 1less es-
sentlal information,

10 pt. maximum

Total for Writing Category (30 pt. maximum)

LAY-OUT CA TEGORY

General Appearance: Is the paper
generally attractive? Are
the stories well arranged
on the appropriate page
and easy to follow with
the eye? Are columns and
lines kept straight?

As noted earlier, the actual space
in The Seahawk 1s reduced by running large
photographs and large advertisements, This
practice TIorces the paper to use &a vertical
style of 1lay-out, which has 1lost favor with
most professional newspapers, The vertical
Style offers 1limited 1lay-out design possibil-
ities, while a horizontal lay-out offers ma-
ny possible variations,

The reduced number of stories on
the average page of The Seahawk glves the

reader the impression that there 1s not that

¥
l r " £

BE_
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. much to the paper. In =addition, fThe DSea-
hawk leaves too much 'white space'" on the
page, especlally around headlines, ilocking

in certain headlines and/or stories or

. using '"kicker" ‘'ieadlines or using more fil-
ler material could reduce thils 'white space,”

. '8 pt. maximum

| | :

llasts end Carvyover leatures: Are sucnh

u features that sre carried over
frrom 1ssue to 1ssue consistent?
Are anrstheads always Dblocksd in

and submerped? Are nameplates

- ever varied 1in =size and loca-

tion?
A11 of the carryover [leatures of
The Seahawk evre conslstent Irom 1ssue to

. tssue, but they delinitely could be im-
proved mupon, Ihe mesthead, nameplate, and
other features appear to have been putb

- together as mickly as possiblse and with
mintmum effort, Teking the Lime to redesign
these fesatures could vre2lly Iimprove *the

- paper's 4 pearaunce,

. 7 pt. maximum

. Typography: Is material proofread and

laid out in 1its correct or-
der?

- The fLypography ol The Seahswk 1s
only fair, DMNore than the average number oY
typographical errors nurt the newspaper,

. It is more the problem of the
printer then The Seahawk, but the type

- looks smudgy and blurred.

| 3

7 pt. maximum

Ll
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Hendlines:  fAre headllines desceriptive  of
aclr stories? Are Lumping

headlines avoided? fre Lype
styles variled 1In e consistent
way to bring a wvaricty to
the general appearance of the
headlines? Aroe  kicker 1ines
used to enhance the headlines?

The headlines of' The Seahawk are {00
often written in e\ passive, non-exciting style,
Bumping headlines are avolded, but the hsad-
line styles wused by The Seahawk are sare not
attractive at all, Using the seme type {tace
continually 1in a bold tace, The Seahswk hurts
itself by not varying headline styles,

The lack of blocked-in headlines and
of '"kicker" 1lines help to cause all of the
headlines .= to look more alike,

More wvarlety 1Iin type styles for neade-
lines and a switch to 8 more descriptiva
style of writing headlines 1s needed,

8 pt. maximum 5
Total for Lay-Out Category (30 pt, maximum) 19

EDITORIAL CATRGORY

BEditing: Is material eflectively edited?
Are opinion articles or edi-
torials clearly labelsd as

such? Are personal narratives
avoided? Are gossip columns

and personal dedication stories
omitted?

The editing of The Seahawk s not
too good. Too many newswriting errors ere
ler't in the copy. Lead paregraphs nsed to
be sharpened and stories need to hs moye
concise and to the point, lleadlines need
to Dbe written in a 1less passive voice.

6 pt. maximum ;)
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ILaitorial Page: Dozs the editorlial page

rci’lect intercst in  current
Issues? Is the subljoct matier
for the ediforisl page well
chosen? Do tLhe editorials
reflect carcful and responsible
research? Are the opinlons of
others included through polls,
Surveys, letlers to the editor,
and guest ecditorials? Are cap-
toons  or photography used to
sirengthen editorial comment?

Although the 1lay-out o The Sena-
hawk's editorial pagc is not very attrac-
tive, the editorisls arpe usually well
written and informative, The editorials
show knowledge and research of the sub-
Ject.

Letters o the editcr are nsually
printed near the editorial, ei‘her on the
Same  page or on the inside page [Iccing
the editerial page,

All editorials and letters to the
editor sre clearly 1identii{ied =as opinion,
as is a vegular column entitled "Viewpoint, "
which appears on the  editorial rage,

The Seanawk regularly carrles adi-
torial cartoons, usually syndicated features
on  subjects of national interest, on its
editorlal pace,

F—e

- 9 pt. maximum A

o =

Total for FKditorial Category (15 pt. mAximum) 1L

L3
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PHOTOGRAPHY CATEGORY

Quality of photographs: Are photos crisp
and clear?

The quality of the photographs in
The Seahawk 1s fair, but the smudgy effect
caused by the printer (mentioned earlier)
causes the photos to be 1less clear than
they should be,

3 pt.

Pertinance of photography: Are the pho-
tographs etffective 1In adding
to the reader's knowledge?

Do the photographs accompany
storlies?

The photographs found in The Sea-
hawk generally accompany stories or are
effective in adding to the readers' know-
ledge by themselves,

4 pt.

Positioning of photographs: Are the
photographs appropriately
placed on the page? Are
the photographs posltioned
So &as not to break up the
lay-out of stories?

The photographs in The Seahawk are
usually larger than they need to be, which
makes the newspaper very visually-oriented,
but cuts down on the 8pace available {for
stories,

In addition, the photo captions are
set in the same type as the copy, which
makes 1t hard for readers to distingulsh
between the stories and the plcture captions,

3 pt.

max imum

maximum

max Imum

Total for Photography Category (10 pt. maximum)

LL
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MISCELLANEQUS ~EATURES CATEGORY

Frequency of paper: How often 1s the
paper printed? Is 1t printed
often enough to satlsfy the
need for a student paper?

The Seahawk 1s printed once a
weoek 1In a rmulti-page tabloid format, but
mauch s8pace 1s wasted by the use of ex-
tremely 1large photographs, ©Cutting down on
the slze of the photos would give more
room for more storles, 2 pt.

Ar twork: Is artwork wused to enh2nce
the paper?

Syndicated editorial cartoons are
used by The Seahawk and a students! car-
toon page 1s a regular [leature,

2 pt.

Special Cfegtures: Are special features
used to enhance the paper?

A special 1issue highlighting the
UNC=W1llmington nacketball team at the be-
ginning of the season was 1Interesting. or

that 1ssue, The Seahawk used 8 bright green

color to block iIn certsin stories on dif-

ferent pages, which was quite ettractive,
The students!' cartoon page, while

not that ertistic, L1s 1interestiing. pt.

Fillers: Are fillers used effectively
and appropriately?

+'1ller materlsl 1s not used cor-
rectly by The Seahawk, There 1is too nmuch
"white space" 1in the paper, which 1is dis-
tracting to the reader end generally unat-
tractive, l pt.

Student response: Do the readers respond
to the paper? Are they inte-
rested in the coverage of the
paper? Are letters written to
the editor?

The Seahawk receilves a fair

max imum

maximam

maximum

maximam

=
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response from the students in the form
of letters, The 1letters are printed on
the editorial page and clearly 1identifieq,

pt. maximum L

¢
Extra Credit: Are any other features
of the newspaper notewor thy
-enough to merit special
consideration (up to 10
extra points)?
|

The 'use of color in the pre-
viously mentioned special basketball is-
sue and the basketball 1issue 1tsell were

noteworthy features presented by The Sea-
hawk, '

10 pt. maximum 2

Total for Miscellaneous Features Category (25 pt. mex., 13
including extra credit)

Total for rating of this student newspaper 70
(110 pt. meximum, which includes extra credit)
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KATING FOR The Southerm of ["lorida

L8
Southern College,

(Lakeland, Fla,)

PATES OF ISSUES RATRD:

-

Vol. 92, No. 5, Oct, 13, 1978
No., 8, ©Nov. 17, 1978
No., 9, Dec. 8, 1978
No, 1, Feb, 16, 1979
YR1TING CATEGORY
\
Coverage: Does' the paper present a

variety of interesting and
informative subjects in
varied areas (news, sports,
f'eatures, campus 1ife, etc.)?

The Southern provides a balanced
mix of straight news of campus importance
and Tfeature storles, Very 1little attention
s given to an editorial page, however,

10 pt. maximum 8

ruality Writing: Do the writers ad-
nere to the accepted usage
of English? Is the writing
sensible and easily under-
stood? Is the writing stim-
ulating? .

The quality of wrliting found in
the Southern 1is generally good. An annoy-
ing practice of +the paper, however, 1is to
use dates when giving the +time of an e-
vent, even If the story occurs within a
few days of the event, This practice dis-
tracts the ©reader from the story and should
be .curtailed,

10 pt. maximum 9
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Newsstyle: Do the writers adhere to
accepted newsstyle? Is the
paper consistent 1In pre-
senting 1ts stories 1in
newsstyle? Are 1leads sharp
and well-written?

The writers ol the Southern do on-
ly a fair job of putting their stories 1in-
to newsstyle, which 1s wunusual because there
is a school of journalism at lorida Southern,
Lead paragraphs generally need shar-
pening and the editors need to make sure
that all of the story's essential information
is included in the 1lead and not scattered
throughout the body of the article,

10 pt. maximum

Total for Writing Category (30 pt. maximm)

LAY-QUT CA TEGORY

General Appearance: 1s the paper
generally attractive? Are
the stories well arranged
on the appropriate page
and easy to follow with
the eye? Are columns and
lines kept straight?

Surprisingly, the general appearance of
this paper 1s not that good. Bumping headdlnes,
no bleocking of headlines or stories, and an
unattractive 1large newsprint type for the tex}
of storiles all contribute to the downgrading
of the 1lay-out,

L9
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. 8 pt. maximum 5
L] '
rMasts sand Carvyover TFeatures: Are such
features that sevre carried over
from 1ssue to 1issue consistent?
Are mastheads always blocked 1in
and submerged? Are nameplates
. ever varied 1In size and 1loca-
tion?
I The carryover features of The Southern
are generally attractive and consistent, However,
. the staf'f block 1is only partially 1lined 1in,
glving it an open-bottomed appearance, which is
not very attractive,
7 pt. maximm _ 5
l Typography: Is material proofread and
laid out in its correct or-
der?
Generally, the typography in "he Sou-
. thern 1s quite good., The proofreading 1s done
very well and the vast majority of typograph-
ical errors are eliminated. '
- 7 pt. maxinmum {
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Headlines: Are headlines descriptive of
taelr stories? Are bump ing
headlines avoided? Are type
styles varied 1in a consistent
way to bring a variety to
the general appearance of the
headlines? Are kicker 1lines
used to enhance the headlines?

The Southern's headlines are usually
well written and descriptive of their stories,
but the headlines are always printed in =
bold type face, causing & block-like appear-
ance on each page,

_ "Kicker" headlines are used only on
the sports pages, as are headline blocks.,

The Southern could easily 1improve
its general appearance by varying 1its hesad-
line styles between e light and dark type
face and by expanding the wuse of kicker
headlines and headline blocks from the sports
pages to the entlre paper,

8 pt., maximum 6

Total for Lay-0Out Category (3u pt, maximim) 23

———————e

EDITORIAL CA TEGORY

Editing: Is material effectively edited?
Are opinion articles or edi-
torials clearly labeled as
such? Are personal narratlves
avoided? Are gossip columns

and personal dedication stories
omitted?

liore editing of The Southern is needed
because the uwviters aps falling to write their
atorles 1in an acceptable newsstyls,

In addition, thers 1s a goeelp column
called "Southern Soap,"™ based mainly on frater-

nlty and sorority happenings that needs to be
cleaned up.

6 pt. maximum U




Editorial Prage: Does the editorial page
reflect interest 1in current
issues? Is the subject matter
for the editorial page well
chosen? Do the editorials
reflect careful and responsible
research? Are the opinions of
others included through polls,
surveys, letters to the editor,
and guest edltorials? Are car-
toons or photography used to
strengthen editorial comment?

There 1is no actual edlitorlal page in
The Southern, No editorials are carried Dby the
paper, but The Southern does print letters
written to the paper. There is adequate space
to ecarry an editorial page in The Southern
and there 1s no apparent reason why one 1is
not carried,

9 pt. maximum

Total for Editorial Category (15 pt, maximum)
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rHOTOGRAPHY  CATEGORY

Quality of photographs: Are photos

crisp
and clear?

The photographs found in The Sou-
thern are quite clear,

3 pt. maximum 3

Pertinance of photography: Are the pho-
tographs effective 1in adding
to the readerts knowledge ?

Do the photographs accompany
stories?

The photographs found in The Sou-
thern usually Accompany stories and are very
effective 1n adding to the readers' know-

ledge, 4 pt. maximum L

Positioning of photographs: Are the
photograpns appropriately
placed on the page? Are
the photographs positioned
SO0 a3 not to break up the
lay-out of storics?

The photographic lay-out of The
Southern 1s one of the stronger points of
the paper's general appsarance, The photos
are placed 1n prominent positions and di-
vide the stories nicely,

3 pt.e maximum 3

Total for PRhotography Catcgory (10 pt. maximum) 10
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MISCELLANEOUS rEATURES CATEGORY

Frequency of paper: How often 1is the
paper printed? Is it printed
often enough to =satlsafy the
need for a student paper?

The Southern 1s printed on a. week-
ly basis 1in a multi-page tabloid format,
which provides coyerage that 1s quite ade-
quate, '

2 pt.

Artwork: Is artwork used to enhance
the paper?

The artwork printed in The Sou-
thern 1is not usually original, but 1is
well chosen for a college audience,

2 pt.

Special features: Are speclal [fleatures
used to ennhance the paper?

The Southern occasionally runs a
bright basle color into the paper, creating
an eye-catching special effect., Photographic
fentures also enhance the newspaper from
time to tims,

5 pt.

Fillers: Are fillers wused effectively
and appropriately?

The Southern does not use flllers
adequately, Large amounts of "white space®
distract the reader and need to be filled
in some way. 1 pt.

Student response: Do the readers respond
to the paper? Are they inte-
rested 1In the coverage of the
paper? Are letters written to
the editor?

maximum

maximum

maximum

maximum

5h

2

. -
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Total for Miscellaneous leatures Category (25 pt.

The lack of student response to The 55
Southern can be attributed to the lack of an
edltorial page, The paper does print letters

when 1t receives them, but there 1s never an
editorial reply.

S pt. maximum 1
's

Extra Credit: Are any othar Tfeatures
of the newspaper noteworthy
enough to merit special
consideration (up to 10
extra points)?

.

The occasional use of colors in
the printing 1s & special (and expensive)
fleature of %The Southern, The bright colors
are very attractive,

10 pt. maximum 2

max., 11
including extra credit)

Total for rating of this student newspaper 80
(110 pt. maximum, which includes extra credit)
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- WAMING  FKFOR _ the Techniclan of North Carolina State Umversmt§7
(Raleigh, ©N.C.)
. DATES OF ISSUES RATED:
Vol, LIX, No. 13, Wov., 15, 1978
No. 37, Nov., 22, 1978
. No, 56, FPeb, 9, 1979
No. 58, eb. 1L, 1979
No. 79, April 13, 1979
. No. 81, April 20, 1979
- WRITING CAYEGORY
\
Coverage: Loes: the paper present a
variety of interesting and
. inforimative subjects in
varied arcas (news, sportls,
I'eatures, campus 1life, etc.)?
. Technician does a superb job of
presenting news that 1s interesting to 1ts
. reader, Regularly covering student-oriented news
or the community and national 1level, 1in addi-
tion to news from campus, the Technician 1is
a8 nighly informative and 1infteresting newspager,
. The paper also features a regular =aditorial
page and full reatures page,
_ 10 pt. maximam 10
Miality writing: Do the writers ad-
here to the accepted wusage
of English? Is the writing
' sensible and easily under-
" stood? Is the writing stim-
ulating?
quality of writing {ound in the
Technician 1is excellent for a ccllege newspa-
per. The writing Jis stimulating and interesting,
and clearly understandeble,
- 10 pt. mwaximum 10
D
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Newsstyle: Do the writers odhere to
accepted nowsstyle? Is the
paper consistent in pre-
senting 1ts stories in
newsstyle? Ave 1leads sharp
and well-written?

The TechrMcian's news storles are ap-
parently well written by what appears to be
an experienced staff and edited by experienced
editors, Acceptable newsstyle 1irc employed through-
out the newspaper,

On occasion, especially in the sports
section, some 1lead paragraphs are dull and slug-
glsh, needing sharpening to capture the readers!
attention, On the whole, however, the writing
found 1n the Technician 1s excellent.

10 pt. maximum g

Total for Writing Category (30 pt., maximum) 28

LAY-QUT _CATRGORY

Gereral Appearance: Is the paper

wcnerally attractive? Are
the stories well arranged
on the appropriate page
and =asy to follow with
the eye? Are columns and
lines kept straight?

The Technician's general appearance has
to rate as the most attractive and the most
consistent of any newspaper in this particular
rating. Because of the Technician's full-page
lay-out format, the 1lay-out can be varied by
the use of double and triple columning of co-
Py, a technique +that 1s not readily adaptable
to tabloid papers,

The blocking 1In of certain stories and/
or neadlines on the page 1s a standard practice
with the Technlician and one which heightens the
appearance of the paper, Photographic lay-out 1is
another strength of the paper,

, One technigque used to reat measure b
the Technician {s he breaking-ug of longer stg-
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ries with one-line boldface sub-~headings, These
sub-heads are very attractive (f(illers which en-
hance the appearance of tne paper,

8 pt. maximam

%

Masts send Carryover leatures: Are suchn
feaiurzs that evre carvried ovsr
from 1ssue to 1Issue consistent?
Are merstheads always blocked in
and subnerged? Are nameplates
cgver varied 1iIn size and loca-
tlon?

The Technlcian's carryover reatures are
very consistent and generally attractive, The
masthead 1s always found on the back page (the
Technician's Opinion Page) and 1is always proper-
ly blocked 1in and submerged.

While the main nameplate 1s very rare-
ly varled or moved Tfrom the top of the front
page, it 1s attractively designed.

7 pt. maxioam

Typography: Is material procfread and
laid out 1iIn its correct or-
der?

Barring an occasional typographlecal er-
ror, the Technlician 1s basically a mistake-iree
newspaper in thls vrespect., One of the few mis-
takes that bothers the paper 1is the c¢rooked
setting of the boldface sub-=heads mentioned ear-
lier., In their prominent positions, the crooked
sub-heads are quite noticeable,

7 pt. maximum
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Hendlines: Are iiadlines doscriptive of
tacir stories? Are bumping
headlincs avolded? Are {ype
styles wvaried 1In e consistent
way to bring a variety to
the gencral appearance of the
headlines? Are kicker 1lines
used to ennhance the headlines?

The TechMician's headlines are general-
ly well written and descriptive of the stories
tnat follow, Bumping headlines are never allowed
by the production crew., Type styles for headlines
are varied between a 1light, a bold, and an
ultra-bold type face, which allows for a proper
contrast between headlines on the same page,

"Kicker" headlines are used sparlngly
by the Technician, but when they are used, the
result 1is very attractive, The tiny kicker head-
line is always flushed to the 1left with the
main headline flushed to the right,

8 pt. maxirum

Total for Lay-Out Category (30 pt. maximum)

EDITORIAL CATEGORY

Editing: Is material effectively edited?
Are opinion articles or edi-
torials clearly 1labeled as
such? Are personal narratives
avoided? Are gossip colunins
and personal dedication stories
omitted?

The Technlclan's editors " apparently do
An excellent job of edlting their paper, No
technical errors in newsstyle or in lay-out
could be Tfound., The general lay-out of the
newspaper 1s excellent, reaching a 1level that
many ~ commercial newspapers would be happy to
attain,

All columns and reviews are titled
and 1identified, as are all editorials and let-
ters to the editor, Plersonal narratives within
news stories are avolded, but are sometimes
used wlthin columns for a varled eifect,

6 pt. maximum

|
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Editorial Page: Does the editorial page
rcllact interest 1in  current
Issues? Is the subject matter
for the editorial page well
chosen? Do the editorials
reflect careful and responsible
research? Are the opinions of
others included through polls,
Surveys, letters to the editor,
and guest ediforials? Are car-
toons or photography used to
strengthen editorial comment?

~ The Technician's editorial page is
one of the strongest sections of the paper,
It 1s well designed and well written, fea-
turing two staff editorials most of +the time,
covering subjects that range from campus 1is-.
sues to 1ssues on the national scene, The
edltorials are wusually excellently written,

showing both stimuating writing and careful

research, _ )

Alternating columns appear on the ed-
l1torial page, dealing with national politics,
campus 1life, and humor.,

Two editorial cartoons appear on every
editorial page and are often as thought-provoring
as tne editorials and columns,

The most 1impressive section of the
editorial page, however, 1is the Forum section,
which [f(eatures letters to the editor, The Tech-
nician recelves an enormous responss I(rom readers
on past =stories and editorials or on events of
impor tance, including both on and off-campus
events, N.C. State has a glgantic student body,
composed ol students from all walks of 1life,
making the exchanges 1In the Technlclan's Forum
extremely 1interesting reading,

5. 9 pt. maximum

Total for Editorial Category (15 pt. maxinum)

9

15
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rHOTOGRAPHY  CATEGORY

Quality of photographs: Are photos crisp
and c¢lear?

Tne photography of the Technician 1is generally
excellent, matching any commerclal journalistic effort.
Recause the Techniclan 1s printed in a 7full-size {for-
mat, rather than 1In a tabloid size, the photos used
are much larger than those found in smaller papers,

Tahese increased sise allows ior clearer photographs,
‘ ; 3 'pt.e maximum 3

Fertinance of pholography: Are the pho-
tographs eifcctive In adding
to the reader's knowledge?

Do the photographs saccorpany
stories?

The only drawback to the Techniclan's photography
is that the pictures tend to eappear to be 'stock” pho-
tos, Very often, a pilcture 1is wused by 1itself, usually
as a candid shot, rather than with an accompanying story.
The main exception to the rule of self-standing photos 1is
in the sports section, L pt. maximum _ 3

Fositioning of photographs: Are the
photographs appropriately
placed on the page? Are
the photographs positioned
fo as not to break up the
lay-out of storics?

The Techniclan's lay-out of photographs 1is very
well done, The tull-size Tformat of the paper offers a
lot of possibilitles regarding lay-out, and the larger
size ot the pnotographs helps in this area, The Tech-
nician's photo lay-out 1s well balanced on the page,
giving the paper an attractive general appearance,

3 pte maximum 3

Total for Photography Category (10 pt., maximum) 9




KISCELLRNEOUS _EATURES _CATEGORY

week on Monday,
normal
ing summer school. Naturally,
printing, when coubled
pege full-size format,
coverage of events,

Ar twork: Is artwork used

the paper?

The Technlcian

used by the

Special [featurss: Are

used to enhance

E

In addltion to the

. Tne fillers
cluding the
are excellent,
tion. to an

used by

upcoming events

Student response: Do the
to the
rested in the
paper? Are
the editor?

Wednesday, and
school year, end on a

with the
insures

generally

Technician 1is very

above, the Technlcian [features
music, entertainment, sports,
campus 1life,

Fillers: Are <fillers used

previously mentioned boldface
ranging from an
column,

rcaders
paper? Are they

FPrequency of paper: iHdow often 1s the :
paper printed? Is 1t printed &
often enough to =sstisfy the
need for a student paper?

The Techniclan 1s printed three times a

if'riday during the
reduced basis dur-
this Ifrequency of

paper's multi-
more than sdequate

2 pt. maximum

to enhsance

carrles two ori-

ginel editorisl cartoons on 1ts editorial page, In
addition, e comics page featuring student contribu-
tions 18 wusually carried once a week .

For the most part, the originel artwork

well done,

2 pt. maximum

special features

the paper?

comlcs page mentioned

regular columns on
polities, humor, and
S pt. maximam
effectively

and appropriately?

the Techniclen, in-
sub-heads,
announcements sec-

1 pt. maximum

respond
inte-

coverage of the
le tters

written to
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6l
As mentioned durlng the rating of the
Technician's editorial page, student response to
the paper 1s enormous,

5 pt. maximum S

'3

Extra Credit: Are any other features
of the newspaper noteworthy
enough to merit special
consideration (up to 10
extra polnts)?

\

The Technician's Ifrequency of publication,
its beautiful 1lay-cut style, and 1its attractive
-advertisements designs are only three of the many
areas at which the psaper excels,

In &addition, the enormous student response
is especlally noteworthy.

10 pt., maximum 10

Total for Miscellaneous leatures Category (25 pt., max., 25
including extra credit)

Total for rating of this student newspaper 105
(110 pt. meximam, which includes extra credit)
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CONCLUS 10N

The basic conclusion to bte drawn Lrom
this survey 1s that all student nawspapers have
the same potential for success, The deciding
factor 1in determining that success 1is the amount
of attention given Ly the newspaper to Jjournsl.
lsm fundementals,

No proportion between the size of s
scheol  and  the success of 1ts  student newspaper
cen be shown, Although two newspaspers from lar-
ger schools, North Corolina Stete and UNC-Chap-
lotte, topped these standings, ancther newspaper
from a larger school, UNC-Wilmington, finished
seventh out of seven, A publication from s
smeller school, FPembroke State, received & Good
rating, as did a community college publication,
the 1'lorissent Valley Forum.

No preportion could be shown betwsen
the size of a newspaper's staff and the newspa-
per's success, The Fembroke State newspaper staff
numbered less than ten, but the paper received
e Good vrating, The newspaper from lorida Southern
listed over twenty staff members 4in its masthead,
but received only a raip rating,

What the survey does show is that with
hard work, attention to detalls, and adherence to
the basic fundamentrls ol Journalism, any student
newspaper can become a successful péper, vregard-
less of 1its origins,

|
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